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University says 9 minutes acceptable delay
Jack Belcher, Hanson Lee, 
Mariah Valles
News Editor, Sports Editor and Editor-in-Chief
Students encouaged to share opinions on active shooter threat
The CWU Rave Alert! System in-
formed students, faculty and staff of an 
active shooter threat nine minutes after 
the first 911 call on Feb. 6. That is about 
the time needed to complete the proce-
dure, according to CWU Chief of Staff 
Linda Schactler.
“The day we can get rid of humans 
it’ll go a lot faster,“ Schactler said.
The alert sent out county-wide by 
the Kittcom 911 service at 5:25 p.m. was 
only received by other law enforcement, 
Schactler said. 
Emergency agencies were first activat-
ed; then the university warned everybody 
of a potential threat, nine minutes later. 
CWU’s alert system pushes out text 
messages, emails and robocalls to the 
entire university community. CWU has 
about 12,000 students and hundreds of 
faculty and staff members.
Last Wednesday, the alarm first 
sounded at Lind Hall shut down the 
Ellensburg campus for two hours while 
officers from multiple federal, state and 
local law enforcement agencies tried 
to verify rumors of multiple active 
shooters in Lind Hall, the SURC and 
Language and Literature building. The 
alarm would eventually prove false.
Schactler did not say what kind 
of threats were being made that were 
overheard by another student who 
told ROTC in Lind Hall triggering the 
evacuation of the building at 5:15 p.m. 
Schactler said that revealing the nature 
and content of these threats would vio-
late the student’s privacy. 
Schactler said that she could not 
Hanson Lee
Sports Editor
President James L. Gaudino and 
ASCWU President Edith Rojas an-
nounced in a press release that an 
open listening forum will be pro-
vided to CWU’s student body on 
Thursday, Feb. 14 from 5-6:30 p.m. 
in the SURC Pit. The forum is being 
opened in response to last Wednes-
day evening’s active shooter emer-
gency on campus. It is being held 
on behalf of the Associated Stu-
dents of CWU, in partnership with 
the President’s Office, and is free for 
anybody who wants to share their 
thoughts and concerns, provide 
suggestions and/or listen to others 
about how the active shooter inci-
dent was handled.
The open forum will have uni-
versity officials on-hand to help an-
swer questions from students about 
what happened. Officials will keep 
track of all the ideas and experi-
ences shared for the duration of the 
forum and will use what’s gathered 
to share in future discussions about 
how to properly handle emergency 
situations on campus moving for-
ward.
Rojas wanted to give students 
the opportunity to talk about their 
experiences from Feb. 6 and to be 
heard.
If you want to share an experience 
or your thoughts from that evening, 
but don’t want to share them pub-
licly, counseling services will be 
available for those who may prefer 
a more private discussion, accord-
ing to the press release.
“All thoughts, opinions and areas 
that need to be fixed will be doc-
umented,” Rojas said. “Pretending 
nothing happened just isn’t fair, re-
gardless if there was a shooter or not.”
Series continued on Page 8
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Thursday, Feb. 14 ASCWU, in partnership with the President’s Office, will host an open listening session for 
students in the SURC Pit from 5-6:30 p.m.
Jake Green/Daily Record
Multiple law enforcement agencies responded to threats of a possible active shooter situation near Lind Hall on the CWU Ellensburg campus the night of Feb. 6.
comment on the student who overheard 
the conversation in the Case Manage-
ment office, as it would also be protected 
under federal student privacy laws.
Schactler said that the police issued 
the all-clear after they had searched all 
buildings where presence of an active 
shooter had been reported. Police then 
focused on clearing all other buildings 
around campus. 
The university said that they tweeted 
the all-clear as soon as they had verbal 
confirmation at 7:10. The official alert 
was delayed and sent at 7:27 because it 
took first responders time to reach the 
Rave Alert! System.
Some students were unhappy with 
the lack of communication from the 
university during the two-hour lock-
down period.
“It’s so important for us to know 
that a threat could be happening soon-
er rather than later,” CWU freshman 
Devin Reed said. “Knowing that there 
was already a threat beforehand, before 
we even got the alert, kind of bothers me 
that we aren’t fully safe.”
From when 911 received active shooter threat and when campus wide alert was sent
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Several on-campus groups  have re-
quested to raise their quarterly student 
fees, including the SURC, Student Med-
ical and Counseling Clinic (SMaCC) 
and tutoring services. If all requests are 
approved, the result would be an addi-
tional $141 in fees per year, according 
to Vice President of Student Life and 
Facilities Jocelyn Matheny.
ASCWU Executive Vice President 
Kane LeMasters said that the SMaCC 
and Tutoring Services requests are 
results of larger numbers of students 
reaching out for help and taking ad-
vantage of the services. The SMaCC is 
asking for a raise of either $15 or $25 
from the current charge of $102.96 per 
quarter, and the tutoring services re-
quested that their fee be raised from 
$5 to $15 per quarter.
According to LeMasters, there has 
been a push in Washington State for leg-
islature that supports state funding for 
mental health services in universities. 
He said that if students aren’t alright with 
the increased fee, they have the option to 
travel to Olympia on monday, Feb. 18, 
and lobby for the issues they are passion-
ate about, or simply give the states leg-
islators office a call. Registration for the 
ASCWU Lobby Day can be found on the 
ASCWU website.
“Students need things on campus 
and they’re not just going to form 
themselves. We’re at a time where 
health and wellness is being put at the 
forefront of the student body. That’s 
not something we can maintain with-
out having proper advisors to help us 
with that or having counselors or psy-
chologists on campus,” LeMasters said.
The tutoring services office is also 
in need of more staff, according to Le-
Masters. He said that they had come to 
ASCWU reporting that they have had 
such an increase in students looking 
for help that they had to start turning 
students away.
“If that’s [tutoring] something that 
students are showing they want, then we 
have to put up for it,” LeMasters said.
Vice President of Clubs and Organi-
zations Bailey Kinker said that the fee 
requests from the SURC are mainly re-
sults of a raise in minimum wage. Kink-
er said that in 2020, minimum wage in 
Washington will be raised from $12 per 
hour to $13.50 per hour. She said that 
the SURC needs more funding to be 
able to pay its employees, or they will 
have to reduce their numbers.
Matheny said that the members of 
ASCWU are still in the processes of 
discussing the requested fees, and 
are not yet ready to bring it to a vote. 
She said the best way for students to 
get their voices heard is to attend the 
ASCWU public meetings held every 
monday. She said thats where a lot of 
the meaning conversations on these 
issues occur, but ASCWU’s doors are 
always open to those who prefer to 
speak to them more personally.
Students could see an increase in fees
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Staff Reporter
A $35 million request by the health 
and science department to secure the 
final stage of state funding for the con-
struction of the new health and science 
building is under consideration by the 
state of Washington. Gov. Inslee ap-
proved $32 million for the project in De-
cember. According to Ethan Bergman, 
department chair of health sciences, the 
department hopes to hear whether the 
request is approved by April or May.
“If the bids come in lower than we ex-
pect, there may not need to be any adjust-
ments. If we receive $32 million from the 
state and the bids come in at $35 million, 
then we will need to work with the archi-
tects to see where we can trim the budget. 
Basically, we will ask the question: what 
can we live without,” Bergman said. 
“Once we know the target number 
[budget] we will make adjustments in 
collaboration with our administration 
and the facility users,” said Doug Ryder, 
facilities planning officer at CWU.
After the financial adjustments are 
made, a process known as bids will take 
place. Construction companies will 
submit a total cost budget to construct 
the health sciences building. 
Knowing the full cost of a project is 
key to ensure project funds are spent ef-
ficiently. According to Ryder, Facilities 
management likes to see four to six bids 
come in to make sure the bid for a poten-
tial project is as competitive as possible. 
The building is replacing Hertz hall, 
which is scheduled to be demolished in 
March. Construction of the building 
will start in the summer and will be 
completed in the fall of 2021.
According to Bergman, one of the 
things faculty, staff and students look 
forward to is having the department 
under one roof which isn’t the case at 
the moment. The health sciences de-
partment is currently spread through-
out campus, and teachers have offices in 
Black Hall and Michaelsen hall. 
“It’s definitely a task because I could 
be here on one side of campus and have 
my next class be on the completely 
other side of campus or not knowing 
exactly where classes are from day to 
day,”said Cameron Price a junior ma-
joring in clinical psychology.
According to an enrollment query, 
the health science department has seen 
a growth in student credit hour gener-
ation. According to Bergman, student 
credit hour generation is determined 
by multiplying the number of credits 
for a class by the enrollment for that 
class. For example, if Nutrition 101 is a 
5 credit class and there are 100 people 
in the class that generates 500 student 
credit hours.
In the last 4 years. there has been a 
17 percent growth in student credit 
hour generation in the Department of 
Health and Sciences. 
“We’re trying to provide the needs 
for society for healthcare providers 
[workers],” said Bergman. 
$35 million funding request for final construction 
stages of new health sciences building  
3Overview of faculty senate meeting
Payton Parke
Senior Reporter
Several things have now gone into ef-
fect with applying for majors and minor 
online and the new update to the My-
CWU page. The meeting covered some 
issues that students and faculty face. 
New Update to MyCWU Page
The MyCWU student page is where 
you check your holds and where you en-
roll for classes as well as financial aid re-
wards. Gail Mackin, Associate Provost of 
Undergraduate and Faculty Affairs had a 
lot to say about this update to the student 
page. According to Mackin, part of doing 
this is having students taking apart in the 
what they are doing here.
“We have added student information 
so on their student page for the first time 
they can see who their advisors are in col-
laboration with what their academic plan 
is, their major and minors their current 
GPA the number of credits attempted, 
earned credits and what they are current-
ly enrolled as far as credits,” Mackin said. 
Applying for Majors and Minors On-
line
In an attempt to make things easy for 
students, they will be able to apply for or 
drop their major or minor online. The 
process will entail an advisor looking 
over the E-form which is an electronic 
online form. Then the advisor will either 
look at the academic standing of the stu-
dent and then decide with a meeting with 
the advisor student or give a yes or no 
answer, depending on what the advisor 
wants. According to Mackin the E-form 
to drop or add a major will go live no lat-
er than Feb. 11. 
Retention Plan
CWU currently has the early alert sys-
tem in place which an instructor would 
fill out if a student is failing or not doing 
good in a class. This is the system instruc-
tors use to report a student. Mackin has a 
new plan that is a snapshot in time to see 
grades at a specific time in the quarter. 
“[We are] devising a mechanism for 
gathering information about the progress 
of a student at a particular point and time 
during a quarter, so this is different than 
the early alert that can be used anytime 
for an individual course. What we are 
trying to gather is a snapshot in time of 
the progress of the student,” Mackin said.
The CWU Wildcat Shop wants to 
partner with faculty
The CWU Wildcat Shop wants to make 
sure that books do not run out for stu-
dents. Amy M. Claridge, Ph.D. talked 
with the bookstore and got insight into 
how the textbook process works at CWU.
Students change their minds and 
sometimes buy books elsewhere. The 
Wildcat Shop can not buy back all of the 
books that they sell, making them give an 
estimate of how many will be bought. 
“So when they decided how many 
books to purchase they look at several 
things. The biggest thing is course histo-
ry. They try to look at how many students 
bought the book on average over several 
years,” Claridge said.  
The CWU Wildcat shop is offering help 
to instructors by making scanned copies 
of the first few chapters of the textbook 
available if the instructors ask for them 
when a book is being shipped. 
“Snowpocolypse” hasn’t stopped classes
Nick Tucker
Staff Reporter
Ellensburg has gotten the most snow of 
any year since winter 2016, in what has 
been dubbed the “snowpocolypse.” Since 
a large weather system moving in from 
the Pacific Ocean brought snow first to 
Seattle and then over the mountains to 
Ellensburg starting on Feb. 8, the Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) has issued 
multiple winter weather reports and even 
a blizzard warning. Between eight and 16 
inches of snow cover the Kittitas Valley 
with the NWS predicting constant snow 
until the weekend.
Some students have expressed frus-
tration that classes haven’t been can-
celed due to the weather, with an on-
line petition which calls for a snow 
day reaching over five thousand sig-
natures as of 3 p.m. Feb. 12 (for ref-
erence, roughly twelve thousand stu-
dents attend CWU). In addition, and 
perhaps more whimsically, an event 
titled “shovel all the snow onto Presi-
dent Gaudino’s lawn” has been created 
by CWU students on Facebook with 
nearly two hundred marked as “going.”
Associate Dean of Health and Well-
ness Shawnté Elbert is from Indiana 
and says that she is used to weather like 
this. The first points of advice she had 
for students regards illness around this 
time of year when people are more often 
indoors and in contact with each other.
While classes haven’t been cancelled, 
multiple notices about the weather have 
been sent out by CWU President Gaud-
ino advising that students use their best 
judgement regarding travel and safety.
“From the president to the provost to 
the deans, we encourage the same thing: 
use your best judgement. We don’t want 
anything to happen to our students here 
on campus,” Ebert said. “Work with your 
professors on the front end and make ar-
rangements. We can work with you. The 
decision to stay open or not isn’t one that 
one person makes or one that we take 
lightly.”
Shawna Hettick/The Observer
Gail Mackin Associate Provost of Undergraduate and Faculty Affairs speaks to the audience and 
board members during February’s Faculty Senate Meeting.
NEWSFebruary 14, 2019 cwuobserver.com
Editor: Jack Belcher
Heather Stewart/The Observer
Campus has now collected over a foot of snow. The irrigation canal is frozen over, but don’t walk on it, there is a fine.
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Hertz Hall
Hertz Hall is set to be demolished by 
the end of February 2019. CWU plans to 
construct a new health sciences facility in 
its place, according to CWU Chief of Staff 
Linda Schactler.
Hertz Hall has been a part of the CWU 
campus since 1962. Schactler said that 
in its old age, the building has a number 
of problems including improper heating 
and cooling, a lack of insulation and in-
adequate internet access.
“It’s just way past its prime, and since 
it was created for a specialized purpose, 
music, and we now have a music build-
ing, the decision was made in 2010 to 
simply replace that building [Hertz] with 
a different building, with a different pur-
pose,” Schactler said.
According to Vice President of Op-
erations Andreas Bohman, Hertz is one 
of numerous buildings on campus that 
have been under a building-condition 
assessment. He is particularly interest-
ed in the buildings in the northern part 
of campus including Farrell Hall and 
Brooks Library.
Bohman said that most of the buildings 
on north campus were built in the 1960s 
and 1970s. He said that CWU keeps track 
of the condition of the buildings using a 
facilities condition index (FCI). The FCI 
uses data provided by maintenance activ-
ities to rank which buildings are in the 
worst and best condition.
“Even though we do invest in preven-
tive maintenance, a building is only de-
signed to last so long, they don’t last for-
ever,” Bohman said.
New Science Health Facility
According to Schactler, CWU first re-
quested funding for the pre-design of the 
new facility in 2010. In 2011, $300,000 
in state funding was awarded to CWU 
to begin pre-design. CWU then received 
$4.3 million in the 2015-2017 biennium 
for the design phase, and $23 million in 
January 2018 to begin phase one (which 
includes the demolition of Hertz). 
Schactler said that CWU has re-
quested $35 mil-
lion from the state 
in their 2019-
2021 budget re-
quest. According 
to the state capital 
budget priorities 
document provid-
ed by Schactler, 
the health scienc-
es building was 
CWU’s top prior-
ity in the request. 
The document also 
states that the health sciences project was 
awarded the highest score for any build-
ing project proposed by any four-year 
universities for the 2019-2021 period, in 
an assessment produced by the Office of 
Financial Management.
Schactler said that the health sciences 
building will be the last edition to the sci-
ence neighborhood. She said that CWU 
began looking into the possibility of 
forming a science neighborhood in 2007, 
with the intent of grouping all the science 
majors together to allow for more collab-
oration between them.
“We literally have the best science facil-
ities on any comprehensive university in 
the state, and this will cap it off,” Schatler 
said.
According to the Department of Nu-
trition’s Exercise and Health Sciences 
Chair Vincent Nethery, the main issue 
that the faculty and students of health 
sciences face is separation. Nethery said 
that health science majors are distributed 
among five different buildings on campus 
including Black Hall, Michaelsen Hall, 
Farrell Hall and Science buildings I & II.
“There’s a lack of cohesion and a lack of 
connectivity attached to the faculty and 
to the elements of the programs, which 
is certainly a challenge, but when you 
don’t have a building you work with what 
you’ve got,” Nethery said.
Nethery said the new facility would 
provide a lot of education synergies for 
health science students. For example, 
the new building 
will feature a ca-
daver laboratory, 
which according to 
Nethery, could be 
utilized by exercise 
science students 
who want to get a 
better look at the 
inner workings of 
various body parts.
Nethery said 
that the health sci-
ences department 
services over 600 students, along with 
general education components and grad-
uate studies. He said that health science 
careers like public health, health care and 
specialty programs like emergency medi-
cal technician training have a high socie-
tal demand, and that demand is reflected 
in the growth of the department.
According to Nethery, the department 
was started in 2008, and was dedicated 
mostly to physical education and health 
education teaching programs. He said 
they began with about 75 students. Now, 
with over 600, health sciences needs 
room to grow.
“It’s very exciting to have a facility that 
actually has the spaces and functionality 
that is need to educate student appropri-
ately,” Nethery said.
Hertz Hall awaiting demolition
Heather Stewart/The Observer
Hertz Hall is soon to be leveled. Faculty offices have been emptied and lecture halls remain deserted as the building is prepped for the demolition.
Heather Stewart/The Observer
Hertz Hall is soon to be demolished. For many years the building has been home to faculty offices, lecture 
rooms and concert halls.
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Even though we do invest 
in preventive maintenance, 
a building is only designed 
to last so long, they don’t 
last forever
”
“
-Andreas Bohman, vice presi-
dent of operations
Your Public Transit
CITY OF
CENTRALTRANSIT
Ellensburg’s Central Transit 
delivers fare-free public transit 
services. It connects to 
Ellensburg’s historic downtown,
area retailers, parks, health care 
facilities and other regional transit 
providers including the Yakima 
Commuter, Appleline, Grant 
Transit, Greyhound and the 
Bellair Shuttle.
Easy to ride
Equipped with bike racks
Wheelchair accessible
Four routes available
Service 7 days/week
(red route weekdays only)
Plan your trip using
Google Maps
Locate your bus using
the RouteShout2 app
About our service:
Hop on. We’ll take you there.
Visit us online at
https://ci.ellensburg.wa.us/centraltransit
Central Transit
Your Public Transit
CWU is recognized as being a very 
diverse college, welcoming students 
from around the globe. The Diversi-
ty and Equity Center (DEC) at CWU 
strives to provide education and out-
reach to the campus community. One 
way of informing and educating stu-
dents about different cultures is by host-
ing the Parade of Nations. The annual 
Parade of Nations is on Feb. 20 from 
6-8 p.m. in the SURC Ballroom. Roziie 
Cardenas gave background of what the 
Parade of Nations encompasses. Carde-
nas is the student programmer at the 
DEC who puts on programs that touch 
base with minority groups and diversity 
groups, and gives them equal represen-
tation around campus.
“They usually do fashion shows to 
show cultural pieces and clothing, and 
they can either sing, dance, or per-
form with instruments they have where 
they’re from. They may also share some 
piece of cultural information or knowl-
edge that they would like the university 
to know,” Cardenas said. “It’s basically a 
night for them to really express them-
selves and to be open to showing every-
one else in the university.”
There are many clubs on campus 
performing at this event, such as the 
Black Student Union (BSU), Central 
African Student Association (CASA) 
and the Filipino American Student 
Association (FASA), as well as inter-
national students from China. People 
from the Ellensburg community will 
also be participating, including a group 
that does traditional dances from Mex-
ico featuring CWU students.
The President of CASA, Mounia 
Traore, will be performing with her club 
at the Parade of Nations. Traore is ma-
joring in leadership and management 
and minoring in entrepreneurship. She 
is going on two years with the DEC and 
is currently a student program coordina-
tor. Traore discussed that this is an event 
that showcases the variety of culture on 
campus, aiming to help people show the 
richness of their culture. CASA will be 
showcasing modern and traditional Afri-
can dances and Traore is very excited to 
be back onstage for the Parade of Nations 
again this year.
The Parade of Nations has been suc-
cessful in the past, and there is expect-
ed to be anywhere from 100-175 people 
in attendance this year. This is a place 
for people to connect with others and 
become educated about people from 
different cultures. Anna Kriuchkova, a 
senior majoring in cultural and linguis-
tic anthropology and minoring in Asian 
studies, Chinese language and dance 
performance, sees many benefits to at-
tending this event.
“I have noticed, as being an inter-
national student from Ukraine and of a 
Russian ethnicity, the difference between 
getting information about different cul-
tures from the news and websites is a 
lot different from getting firsthand ex-
perience and from the people who have 
actually been there and have that heri-
tage,” Kriuchkova said. “We’re excited to 
provide an opportunity for the students 
to tap into those cultures and learn more 
about them from their peers.”
Kriuchkova also expressed that a lot 
of international students feel alone when 
coming to CWU for the first time, and 
that an event like this provides unity and 
exposure to people that creates friend-
ships. She implores students to attend 
and talk with the performers if they have 
any questions.
“I encourage people to stop by to visit 
and cheer on the students. Don’t hesitate 
after the performances to come up to the 
performer and talk to the performer. I 
know from my personal experience, I 
really like educating people about my 
culture and about my language and I feel 
really happy when people showcase a real 
interest in my heritage,” Kriuchkova said. 
The Parade of Nations is a free event 
that will be an educational experience 
about different cultures, providing an 
atmosphere for students to take pride in 
their heritage. 
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CWU College of
ARTS & HUMANITIES
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu
In partial fulfillment of their Senior 
Capstone course requirements, BFA 
Studio Art majors are required to 
publicize, prepare and mount a 
Senior Exhibition of their work.
February 19 – 22: 
Brock Owen & Ben Moser
February 25 – March 1: 
Trinidad Oribio
March 4 – 8: 
Amanda Ontiveros
RISK 
MANAGEMENT 
MINOR
Students will gain practical skills to avoid, reduce, 
and manage risk, and to develop and implement 
a balanced hazard risk financing strategy using 
retention, transfer, and hybrid strategies.
Combine this minor with your major and 
gain an advantage in the job market!
For more information, contact:
Dr. Sathy Rajendran, PhD, CSP, ARM, SHM Program
Director at rajendrans@cwu.edu or 509-963-1152
  
 
 
Sponsored by the Risk Management Minor program
using funds from the Institutes Griffith Foundation.
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX institution.
For accommodations, e-mail :DS@cwu.edu.
Heather Stewart/The Observer
The Parade of Nations event being put on by the Diversity and Equity Center will showcase the different 
cultures on CWU’s campus.
Parade of Nations will showcase cultures of CWU
Afton Prater
Staff Reporter
From Feb. 18 to Feb. 23, several 
restaurants downtown will participate 
in Ellensburg’s annual Restaurant Week. 
Many different restaurants come up with 
their own three course meals. This is a 
great way for customers to try new food 
for a good price, and it lets chefs show 
off their culinary skills by making some-
thing that’s not usually on their menus.  
Participating restaurants include 
Cornerstone Pie, Brix, Ellensburg Pas-
ta Company, the Mule, the Pearl, Iron 
Horse Brewery, Grapes and Crepes, 
Dakota Café and many more. The list 
of all restaurants participating can be 
found on Ellensburg Downtown Asso-
ciation website. 
The event has gone on for a few years 
and has proved effective for the growth 
of customer bases. February tends to 
be the slowest month for restaurants 
in Ellensburg so Taylor Castillo, Public 
Relations Coordinator of the Ellens-
burg Downtown Association (EDA), ex-
plained that this is the best time to have 
restaurant week. 
“It’s definitely an opportunity for peo-
ple to try restaurants they haven’t before. 
We tried to get it up on campus because 
not a lot of students venture downtown 
and know about all the restaurants that 
are available,” Castillo said. 
Cornerstone Pie, a relaxed restau-
rant that serves fire-roasted pizzas 
plus sandwiches, beer and wine will 
be serving a special three course meal 
for $25. The first course is an olive 
plate with pita bread and house made 
hummus, plus a small garden salad. 
The customers have a choice of entrée 
for the second course. Selections in-
clude a fire-roasted cedar-plank sock-
eye salmon served with broccoli and 
smashed potatoes, or the other choice 
is a slow-roasted Moroccan pork shank 
served with a medley of root vegetables. 
The third course is a house-made New-
York style cheesecake with a choice of 
chocolate, caramel or raspberry drizzle. 
The meal does not include drinks. 
Cornerstone has done this event ev-
ery year and Da’Sha Hernandez, front 
house manager, said it has been great 
because it brings people out to try new 
things and see what local restaurants 
have to offer. 
“It’s a good way for people to know 
about us, to showcase different types of 
food and broaden people’s food experi-
ence while showing people what we are 
about,” Hernandez said. 
Cornerstone has bits of history with-
in their restaurant that incorporate dif-
ferent aspects of Ellensburg. They have 
chalkboard countertops that came from 
Ellensburg High School, and the doors 
at the entrance of the restaurant are ac-
tually hospital doors. They also use a 
hospital operation light in the kitchen 
where the pizzas are made. 
The restaurant is known for their 
live music. They have live music per-
formances every Sunday all winter long 
and host a summer music series every 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Hernandez doesn’t want to put the 
spotlight on any specific food they serve, 
but highlight the great variety their 
restaurant offers.
“From salads to appetizers, hummus 
to desserts, and of course our entrées, 
we don’t just serve one style of things. If 
you’re looking for desserts, or entrées, or 
appetizers and drinks with a friend, we 
have it all for you,” Hernandez said. 
Another restaurant involved in the 
event is Grapes and Crepes. The fam-
ily-owned creperie and wine shop is 
serving a three course meal for $25. 
The first course gives the customer an 
option of soup or salad. The second 
course gives the option of two different 
style of crepes. The first one is named 
the “under the sea” crepe that has 
shrimp, crab, roasted tomato, cheese, 
asparagus and hollandaise sauce. The 
second option is the “castle” crepe, it 
includes risotto, mushrooms and ham. 
The third course is crème brulee or 
fruit and cream. The meal does not in-
clude drinks.
According to Debbie Hinkle, one of 
the owners of the restaurant, Grapes 
and Crepes opens at 4 p.m. and serves 
savory dinner crepes as well as char-
cuterie boards, vegetarian options, glu-
ten-free selections, appetizers, salads 
and desserts. 
Hinkle applauds the EDA and says 
this is a wonderful event that has been 
very successful for them. 
Students can look forward to a wide 
variety of three course meals from a 
wide variety of Ellensburg restaurants. 
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The Red Pickle food truck and restaurant serves up delicious sandwiches and drinks, and will be participating in Ellensburg’s Restaurant Week. Pictured here is 
their buttermilk fried chicken sandwich.
Cassandra Hays/The Observer
Ellesnburg Pasta Company is one of the many restaurants participating in Restaurant Week. Participating 
restaurants will be offering three course meals at fixed price points of $15, $25, and $35.
Local restaurants will serve week long specials
Participating 
Locations
-BRIX
-Lunchbox Café
-The Mule
-Blue Rock Saloon
-Bruce’s Place
-Cafe C5
-Cornerstone Pie
-Dakota Café
-Ellensburg Brewing Co.
-Grapes & Crepes
-Ellensburg Pasta Co.
-Iron Horse Brewery
-The Pearl Bar and Grill
-Red Pickle
-Kabob HouseScott WilsonStaff Reporter
It’s definitely an 
opportunity for people 
to try restaurants they 
haven’t before.
”
“
-Taylor Castillo, Public
 Relations Coordiantor
Restorations in the Burg, located on 
312 N Pine Street, offers antique, vin-
tage and modern furniture along with 
home decor.
On Jan. 5 Jeff Nordrum and Diane 
Rubio brought Restorations to life.
“My wife and I’s strengths are finding 
good pieces of furniture that still have vi-
ability, which have lost its appeal,” Nor-
drum said. 
The co-owners have been doing this 
for the last three and half years and have 
owned a business with others in the past, 
but this is their first time being owning a 
business by themselves. 
Nordrum and Rubio moved from the 
west side to Ellensburg two years ago to 
help launch another business. Nordrum 
and Rubio were co-owners of a store in 
town called Functional Junk Salvage. Last 
Summer, Nordrum and Rubio elected to 
part ways with the business after they 
had successfully restored furniture that 
had lost their appeal. This put them on a 
pathway to open their own store. 
“We just wanted to have our own 
store and control the inventory a little bit 
tighter,” Nordrum said.
The owners find items that have lost 
their appeal over time. They look at the 
paint, the color, the condition or damage 
to the furniture.  
“There is a lot that happens over time 
to just a piece of furniture. If a piece of 
furniture loses its appeal, it kind of loses 
its value. We restore the value by restor-
ing the appeal,” Nordrum said.
The owners do all their restorations 
in the kitchen of their home, according 
to Nordrum.
“We like to give our product some-
thing special to make it more appeal-
ing, giving us an competitive edge,” 
Nordrum said.
Heidi Anderson of Brick Road Lav-
ender and NW Rain Handcrafted is a 
vendor at Restorations in the Burg.
“I have a space to provide a variety 
to the store. Restorations offers home 
goods, scarves [and] furniture and I pro-
vide the soft line- bath and body prod-
ucts,” Anderson said. 
Anderson formulates her own recipes 
and products with her background in bi-
ology and chemistry, and has been a ven-
dor since opening day of the shop.
“I love how responsibly priced the 
shop is. Everyone can find something 
they can afford,” Anderson said. “This is 
great for young families and even college 
students that are just starting out with 
purchasing furniture and home decor.”
David Wheeler is a cosigner with Res-
torations and provides recycled, refined 
and renewed lamps. 
“I just came in the first day they were 
open and I said ‘well I have a few things 
are you interested?’ and a dialogue started 
at that point, which then has now accu-
mulated to nine lamps in here,” Wheeler 
said. “I have collected all of these dissimi-
lar pieces from all over the place and then 
I’ve put those pieces back together again 
in what I consider a unique way.”
Wheeler was a student at CWU in 
1970 for two years, then graduated from 
Oregon State University. He came back to 
Ellensburg in 1979 to work as a preserva-
tion planner with the Ellensburg Down-
town Association. Wheeler said he has 
enjoyed working at Restorations since 
their opening.
“This really has been a nice oppor-
tunity. What I really enjoy about Resto-
rations is there are lots of places that are 
recapturing and redoing things in China 
and other places that look like some-
thing from our past, and these are kind 
of like taking something from our past 
and redoing them in a way that will have 
another lifetime in someone’s home,” 
Wheeler said. 
Restorations in the Burg is open 
Wednesday and Thursday from 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. and Sunday from 1-5 p.m.
Most CWU students come and go 
from the library for a variety of reasons. 
Some meet up in the fishbowl to study 
with peers, some need to put ink to pa-
per at the printers and others just like a 
quiet space in which to appreciate liter-
ature. One thing ties all of these goals 
together; walking past the front desk. 
According to Twitter user “tbeez_55,” 
“The guy who works at the front desk 
of Central’s library is easily [one of the] 
top five nicest people ever.”
The guy in question is Tom Dell Jr., 
who works as a shift supervisor at the 
circulation desk, in addition to being in 
charge of the interlibrary loan depart-
ment. He has seen the library change a 
lot over the 22 years he’s worked there, 
and so far, enjoys his work.
“It’s really cool. We get a lot of rare 
things that you can’t get hardly any-
where, and we also loan some of our 
rare things to other places, so it’s really 
nice to be able to help people with their 
research,” Dell Jr. said.
In general, Dell Jr. feels that a lot of 
his job satisfaction comes from help-
ing others accomplish their academic 
goals. As a former philosophy major 
at CWU, he’s no stranger to poring 
over old books and articles in the at-
tempt to glean knowledge from the 
resources at the library. The logic and 
problem-solving aspects of philosophy 
have helped him in his current position 
as well, though according to him, the 
deep thinking parts of the discipline 
are reserved for those who come to the 
library for information, as opposed to 
those who come to provide it.
Dell Jr. graduated CWU in 2000, but 
decided to stay in Ellensburg, mostly 
because he had no real reason to leave. 
His kids were going to school locally, 
and he already had the job at the library 
locked down.
“I didn’t really have any impetus to 
leave, or to move. It’s a good job, and I 
like my coworkers,” Dell Jr. said.
Having been on campus every week 
for over 20 years, Dell Jr. has seen a lot of 
changes take place. Chief among them is 
the student population, which has risen 
dramatically since the mid-1990s. One 
thing that hasn’t expanded is the library, 
which hasn’t increased in size since Dell 
Jr. started working there in 1997.
“Unfortunately, I think we’re on 
the list to get a new building, but, you 
know, we’re kind of down on that list,” 
Dell Jr. said.
That’s not to say that the library 
hasn’t evolved in function over the 
years. Student needs have changed a lot 
over the last 20 years, and the biggest 
resource for information on campus 
has had to change along with them.
“A lot of the change in the library 
has been technological,” Dell Jr. said. 
“When I first started working here, the 
internet was basically in its infancy, so 
things have gotten a lot more online 
over the years.”
When Dell Jr. first started working 
at the circulation desk, the most fre-
quently checked out resources were 
articles from news publications. Now, 
its MacBooks.
Mitch Vandeman, a fourth-year 
communications major, works with 
Dell Jr., and sees him as a valuable asset 
for the library.
“He has a pretty quick sense of hu-
mor, and he’s pretty friendly with stu-
dents,” Vandeman said. “He’s pretty 
knowledgeable about a lot of things 
that happen around the library.”
Dell Jr. said that there are many 
things that students aren’t aware are of 
offered in the library, such as audio/
visual equipment available for check-
out, specialized light treatment boxes 
designed to alleviate seasonal affective 
disorder and GoPro cameras.
Dell Jr. works at the library most 
days, and is available to help students 
find exactly the resource they need, 
whatever that need may be.
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Restorations in the Burg is a furniture store downtown Ellensburg. Restorations sells upcycled and used home 
décor while also offering custom design.
Cassidy Simpson/The Observer
Tom Dell Jr. works in Brooks Library’s Circulation and Media Services units. Dell is known for being able to 
help students visiting the library with absolutely anything.
New store brings life to old furniture
Library Growth and Change: An Insider’s Perspective
Rune Torgersen 
Copy Desk Chief
Skyler Jensen-Hampton
Staff Reporter
He’s pretty knowledgeable 
about a lot of things that happen 
around the library.
”
“
-Mitch Vandeman, 
Communications major
Freshman Seth James Keeney was in the 
SURC eating with his friends when the mes-
sage came. With no real direction, everyone 
started to move to the front doors when a 
worker stopped them and directed them to 
shelter in the bookstore, Keeney said. It made 
sense to Keeney that the university or police 
didn’t want large groups of people to be walk-
ing around outside, but after 10-15 minutes it 
felt like nobody knew what to do. 
From there, Keeney said people in the 
SURC were escorted outside. “We were just 
outside. They didn’t tell us to go home. They 
didn’t tell us to do anything. They just walked 
us out,” Keeney said.
Keeney ran back to his dorm.
“I was highly disappointed because I was 
at a point where I felt unsafe and I had no 
idea what was going on,” Keeney said.
Keeney felt like there was no organization, 
which could have led to people walking back 
into danger after being escorted out of it. 
“If I was in the university’s position, I 
would definitely get ahold of everybody 
sooner, keep them more intact with every-
thing that was going on,” Keeney said. 
Other students were in secluded areas, 
alone or with a couple of other people. Senior 
Carlos Sullivan was on the north side of cam-
pus in Randall Hall when he got the alert. He 
said he was shocked and found it hard to be-
lieve. He turned to the student next to him to 
ask if he also got the message.
“We went into a room and barricaded 
ourselves and we thought, ‘Well this will 
be over probably shortly.’ I just had such a 
hard time believing that it could be real at 
that moment because it was such a shocking 
thing,” Sullivan said. “But as the night kept 
going and we’re hearing crazy stories, we 
kept barricading the doors.”
Andrea Eklund, associate professor in 
apparel, textiles and merchandising, said 
that she was proud of her students’ concern 
for each other. Using the group’s private 
Facebook chat, Eklund posted, “Are you 
ok?” Immediately students began post-
ing replies confirming they were okay and 
checking in with each other to make sure 
everyone was safe. 
Other students were taking shelter in 
Michaelsen, and were told by Eklund not to 
leave until the police said it was okay. Howev-
er, even though the campus sent out an alert 
stating that the police had secured all build-
ings and the campus was all-clear, Michaelsen 
was never visited by the police. “No-one ever 
checked the rooms or anything, so they, the 
students, called the police and asked if it was 
safe to leave because they were not sure if it 
was safe or not,” Eklund said. According to 
Eklund, students were hiding in Michaelsen 
past the all-clear, almost until 8 p.m.
Senior Erica Lawson was in class on the 
second floor of Black Hall when she first 
heard from a peer that there was a possible 
active shooter on campus. A few minutes 
later the official alert came through and the 
class locked all of the doors, turned off the 
lights and hid in the classroom. 
Because nobody in the class knew where 
the active shooter was, they had to be very 
quiet, so no one was listening to the police 
scanner, Lawson said. 
“Our professor finally called the police 
again and she said, ‘I’ve got students in here 
that are terrified. We would like a police es-
cort out of here,’ and they told us to just walk 
out through one of the doors,” Lawson said.
According to Lawson, the police said it 
was safe to leave Black Hall before the all-
clear was given. Once they were out of the 
building, they didn’t know where to go be-
cause the police didn’t tell them. The class de-
cided that everyone should get home safely so 
they decided to travel back in groups. 
Lawson said that she thinks the univer-
sity handled the situation well, although she 
wishes she had had some sort of police escort.
“People in my class where terrified; some 
people actually thought they were gonna die,” 
Lawson said. “Some of us also kept getting 
false information, like the girl next to me: 
she got [a message] from one of her friends, I 
think, and it said that one person was dead.” 
ASCWU President Edith Rojas said that 
she wished the administration focused more 
on being as transparent as possible about 
what happened. 
“I had a parent email me concerned for 
their child’s safety. As the student body presi-
dent, it was hard to read that. As a peer, I un-
derstood,” Rojas said. 
Rojas, in partnership with the President’s 
Office, will be hosting an open listening ses-
sion on Feb. 14 from 5-6:30 p.m. in the SURC 
Pit for students to discuss their experiences 
and thoughts about the situation. 
ACTIVE SHOOTER FALSE-ALARM:
HOW THE STUDENTS FEEL
4:13 p.m. 4:38 5:15 5:23 5:25 5:35
CWU Police contact the CWU Case 
Management Services Office in Bouillon 
to make them aware of the student’s 
comment and to request that they take 
the precaution of locking their doors. 
The conversation is overheard by a 
student, who then tells staff in Lind Hall 
that he heard that there was a threat of 
an active shooter on campus.
The “active shooter” information 
triggers ROTC protocol, and the 
building begins to be evacuated, 
including first-floor students and 
employees. Individuals begin 
to warn acquaintances in other 
buildings that there is an “active 
shooter” on campus.
A student in Farrell Hall contacts 911 
to confirm there is an actual active 
shooter on campus.  The dispatcher 
advises there are no reports of an 
active shooter, and asks if the student 
is reporting one. The student advises 
KittCom he heard that there was an 
active shooter and that Lind Hall is 
being evacuated. 
The CWU Alert! System 
notifies employees and 
students in Ellensburg of 
the threat via text, email, 
and voicemail.
911 sends out a county-wide emergency 
notification that there is an active shooter in Lind 
Hall. CWU Chief of Police Jason Berthon-Koch and 
Officer Murray Wells are standing 50 yards from 
Lind when the emergency call comes and run into 
Lind, which the rumor has already emptied. CWU 
sets up a formal emergency command center as five 
local law-enforcement agencies and CWU Police 
respond. Police begin a door-to-door search of Lind.
Ellensburg Police 
make CWU Police 
aware of a student 
who is upset and 
making threatening 
statements.
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5:35 5:50 6:02 6:27 7:10 7:27 p.m.
The CWU Alert! System 
notifies employees and 
students in Ellensburg of 
the threat via text, email, 
and voicemail.
A student in the SURC gym contacts 
her father to let him know of the 
Alert. At 5:53 KittCom receives a 
call indicating “actual shots heard” in 
SURC gym.  Police continue search 
of Lind. Law enforcement converges 
on the SURC, finding no evidence of 
active shooter or assault, and begin to 
clear the building.
KittCom receives a report of 
shots fired in the Languages 
and Literature Building. 
Officers rush to the building 
and find no evidence of a 
shooter or any assault, but 
begin clearing the building.
KittCom reports shots fired at 
Nicholson Pavilion, where an 
officer had been conducting a 
self-defense course.  The officer 
confirmed no shots fired. For 
the next hour, officers clear 
every building where shots were 
reported, finding nothing.
The official CWU 
Twitter account 
announced buildings 
were all clear.
All clear is announced, 
indicating everyone is 
safe to return to usual 
activities.
911 sends out a county-wide emergency 
notification that there is an active shooter in Lind 
Hall. CWU Chief of Police Jason Berthon-Koch and 
Officer Murray Wells are standing 50 yards from 
Lind when the emergency call comes and run into 
Lind, which the rumor has already emptied. CWU 
sets up a formal emergency command center as five 
local law-enforcement agencies and CWU Police 
respond. Police begin a door-to-door search of Lind.
Information sourced from CWU President James L. Gaudino’s 
Emergency Response Update released on Feb. 8.
For The Observer
For The Observer
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A perfect try to life: Cole Zarcone
By Dez Rodriguez
Assistant Sports Editor
Senior Cole Zarcone has been 
hitting the pitch hard for the Wild-
cats this season. The former walk-
on-turned-co-captain initially joined 
CWU to play football, but made the 
decision to switch to rugby at the con-
clusion of his freshman year. 
“The experience I was having 
wasn’t really what I was looking for,” 
Zarcone said. “It’s a great program 
with great coaches, but I loved playing 
both defense and offense which rugby 
allows me to do each game.”
Zarcone’s Early Career
 
Zarcone played football and ran 
track at Camas High School in Camas, 
WA. He decided to walk on for football 
his freshman year at CWU and ultimate-
ly made the team. After playing the sea-
son out and finishing the year, he decid-
ed football just wasn’t for him anymore. 
It was time for something new. 
His brother, Austin Colvill, had 
previously made the switch from foot-
ball to rugby at Western Washington 
University after they dropped their 
football program in 2009. Zarcone had 
an idea of what rugby was like because 
of this , which is one of the reasons 
why he maintained an interest in the 
new sport going to college. 
Zarcone got in touch with a col-
lege friend whose dad was a rugby 
coach near Camas. He returned home 
that summer and learned the basics of 
rugby. After getting more comfortable 
catching and passing, Zarcone tried his 
luck playing in seven on seven tourna-
ments. The similarities between foot-
ball and rugby allowed for the transi-
tion to be smoother, so he picked up 
the concept of the game rather quick-
ly. The experience he got in that short 
amount of time would wind up setting 
up his future collegiate athletic career.
Making the switch
 
CWU men’s rugby head coach, Todd 
Thornley, stumbled across Zarcone’s 
request to try out for the rugby team 
at the beginning of his sophomore 
year in 2016. Thornley reviewed his 
highlight video of his sevens action 
and was very 
pleased with 
what he saw. He 
asked staff about 
Zarcone’s aca-
demics, and the 
football coach-
es about what 
kind of person 
he was like. It all 
checked out pos-
itively according 
to Thornley. 
“His foot-
work and change 
of direction and speed really stood 
out,” Thornley said. “You can tell he’s a 
really balanced athlete when he runs.” 
Zarcone’s first game for CWU was 
against the Vancouver Rowing Club 
in Vancouver, BC. He admitted that 
his nerves got the best of him with 
the new experience, but continuing to 
learn how to play kept him excited for 
the rest of the season. 
“It was a lot to take in. It was defi-
nitely a fast paced game that I wasn’t 
really ready for,” Zarcone said. “Todd 
put me in the situations so that I can 
grow really fast, so I was able to catch 
on really quick because of that.” 
The natural talent caught up 
quickly, as he 
remained a 
starter in just 
his second year 
of learning a 
completely new 
sport. The best 
thing he’ll re-
member about 
rugby is the 
opportunity he 
got to play on a 
roster filled with 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
players every 
year. Zarcone loves the brotherhood 
and culture around the locker room 
and on the field that the international 
players bring with them. 
“They add such a fun dynamic to 
the team, it’s fun to learn from all of 
them,” Zarcone said. “When we go on 
roadtrips, it’s exciting for them to travel 
the country. We get to show them a lot 
of stuff and they get to teach us stuff 
about how it is for them back home.”
Co-captain
Zarcone was voted as co-captain 
by his teammates this season along-
side Alex Mackenzie. He is tasked with 
keeping the team on track at practice 
and/or in games, while answering any 
questions that teammates might have. 
In the end, he wants to be someone 
that the team can look up to if they 
need anything when times get tough, 
even after the season ends. 
“Really I just try to lead by example. 
It’s nice to be someone that they can look 
to for advice and to follow,” Zarcone 
said. “It’s nice that Alex and I can be an-
other leading voice instead of Todd trip-
ping at the team the whole time.” 
At the beginning of last season, 
the team played in a west coast sevens 
tournament in San Francisco on Trea-
sure Island. They beat the University 
of Arizona in the championship game, 
17-15, which ended up being the big-
gest tournament win in CWU’s rugby 
history. Zarcone was named the Most 
Valuable Player of the tournament, 
scoring 10 tries in their 6 matches. 
“He’s not afraid to get on the guys 
if the effort or intensity isn’t there,” 
Thornley said. “He’s not going to talk 
for the sake of talking, he picks his 
moments really really well.” 
At the conclusion of last season, 
Zarcone capped his year by earning 
the Men’s Sevens Collegiate All-Amer-
ican D1 Honorable Mention. The pro-
gression set him up nicely entering his 
senior year at CWU.
“He is probably our best all-around 
athlete in terms of strength and con-
ditioning wise,” Thornley said. “He’s 
constantly adding things to his game. 
It’s really all credit to him.”
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Next match:
vs. Utah State University
When: Saturday, Feb. 16
Where: Ellensburg, WA
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Cole Zarcone is currently in the midst of senior season as a co-captain for the Wildcat rugby team. Zarcone continues to be a pivotal piece for the Wildcats as the team 
looks to pave the way towards another successful season.
He is probably our best 
all-around athlete in 
terms of strength and 
conditioning wise.
”
“
Todd Thornley, head coach
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Staff Reporter
Most of us grew up playing team sports, 
or have dabbled with the thought of join-
ing a team. Behind every great team, there 
is usually an even greater coach calling the 
shots and helping push their team to its 
max potential. Most fans see the finished 
product on game day, but what happens 
behind the scenes? Different athletes adapt 
differently to new coaching styles, and new 
coaching styles have paid off for coaches in 
the past. Over time, coaching styles have 
changed dramatically. Treatment of play-
ers has changed as well in the last 20 years. 
CWU is filled with different coaches from 
all walks of life and they all have unique 
ways of getting the job done.
Todd Thornley, head coach of CWU 
men’s rugby, was hired for the job in July of 
2016 and still has a lot to learn. In Thorn-
ley’s third year of coaching the Wildcats, he 
has found strong success, taking his overall 
coaching record at CWU to 31-14.
“Communication is a big part of how 
I coach,” Thornley said. “If my players 
are doing something wrong and they 
don’t know what they are doing wrong 
then how can they fix it?”
Good communication seems to be 
something many coaches have adopt-
ed as a key way to improve their teams. 
There has been a debate for years be-
tween the old and new-school styles 
of coaching. When old-school coach-
ing is brought up, most people think 
of the punish-first and converse-later 
mindset. New-school coaching adopts 
the idea that communicating with 
players and teaching them the best 
ways to play is better. Brandon Rinta 
is the head coach of CWU men’s bas-
ketball and when it comes to coaching, 
he feels it is not about him, but more 
about the team as a whole.
“The way I coach is that I make sure it’s 
about the players, and the sacrifices and re-
lationships we have as a team,” Rinta said.
Coaches find ways to build on the way 
they lead a team based on the lessons they 
learn from past coaches and players. In a 
nutshell, coaching is about trial and error. 
Rinta believes he learned a lot from coach 
Dean Nicholson who is the winningest 
coach in CWU basketball history. Coach 
Nicholson won over 500 games at CWU, 
had his number retired and was eventual-
ly inducted into the CWU hall of fame in 
2017 as a result of his success. A lot of the 
success behind Nicholson’s career came 
from his ability to coach for so long.
Head coach Desi Storey of CWU base-
ball knows the feeling of coaching for a very 
long time. Storey is going on his 28th year 
as head coach at CWU. Storey also spent 
five years as an assistant coach at CWU 
and played his collegiate career at Centra-
lia Community College and CWU. Most 
would agree that a coach has to do some-
thing right to be named the head coach for 
so many years.
“I’d like to say I’m pretty calm and some-
what of a teacher of the game,” Storey said. 
“No need to yell. If a guy isn’t getting the job 
done, then simply get someone who can.”
Unique philosophies: finding success as a head coach
Women’s basketball coach Randi Richardson-Thornley shoots hoops with her players prior to practice. Rich-
ardson-Thornley maintains great relationships with her players as can be seen with her constant motivation.
Heather Stewart/The Observer 
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Men’s basketball Women’s basketball Baseball Softball
Saint Martin’s
Northwest Nazarene
Western Oregon
Seattle Pacific
Alaska Anchorage
Simon Fraser
Western Washington
Montana State Billings
Concordia
Central Washington
Alaska Fairbanks
Alaska Anchorage
Northwest Nazarene
Simon Fraser
Central Washington
Western Washington
Concordia
Montana State Billings
Seattle Pacific
Western Oregon
Saint Martin’s
Alaska Fairbanks
Concordia
Northwest Nazarene
Saint Martin’s
Montana State Billings
Western Oregon
Central Washington
Western Oregon
Saint Martin’s
Central Washington
Montana State Billings
Northwest Nazarene
Western Washington
Concordia
Simon Fraser
GNAC standings: Winter sports 2019
Men’s rugby
Notre Dame
Central Washington
Utah Valley
19-3
16-4
17-6
13-6
12-10
12-10
12-12
11-11
9-13
9-13
5-16
21-1
21-1
14-7
14-7
12-10
11-11
10-10
7-14
7-13
5-17
3-17
2-6
1-3
1-3
0-0
0-0
0-3
3-0
2-1
5-3
6-4
5-5
4-4
2-5
0-0
4-3
2-1
0-0
Release your inner Wildcat
Men’s basketball vs. Alaska Anchorage (Feb. 16)
Women’s basketball @ Montana State Billings (Feb. 16)
Baseball @ Corban University (Feb. 16-17)
Softball @ Cavalier Classic (Feb. 22-24)
Men’s rugby vs. Utah State (Feb. 16)
Women’s rugby @ Oregon Sports Union (Feb. 16)
©2018. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.
START YOUR JOURNEY.
Army Officers inspire strength in others. Many influential government and business 
leaders started with the help of Army ROTC. So can you. Join Army ROTC to move 
ahead after college and beyond. You may even receive a full-tuition scholarship.  
Freshman can still sign up for Army ROTC
Call (509) 963-3520 or e-mail armyrotc@cwu.edu
To get started, visit
goarmy.com/rotc/oc71
12
Standings updated as of Wednesday, Feb. 13
OPINIONFebruary 14, 2019 cwuobserver.com
Editor: Mariah Valles
13
Canceling classes 
because of snow is 
irresponsible
Student safety is at 
risk when classes 
continue in snow
Rune Torgersen
Copy Desk Chief
Heather Stewart
Photo Editor
Canceling school because of 
snowy weather is a far-reaching 
solution that has more unin-
tended consequences than one 
might initially realize. It’s easy 
to catch oneself partially hop-
ing for a day off every now and 
again. A snow day seems like 
a way out of the daily grind, 
and it’s easy enough to back up 
the call for one with concerns 
about traffic conditions. How-
ever, a more delicate solution to 
dealing with inclement weather 
would be worth examining, as 
canceling all of a university’s 
operations because of snowfall 
would be a mistake, both finan-
cially and academically.
For the sake of argument, let’s 
assume most students paid the 
Washington resident quarterly 
tuition and fees of $2,690.56 for 
winter quarter. Let us then go 
on to assume that this student 
has classes equally distributed 
throughout a five-day week, 
with three classes every day. 
According to CWU’s website, 
there are 50 instructional days 
per quarter. If one does the 
math, this comes out to $53.81 
that this hypothetical student 
is paying for every single day 
of classes this quarter. If one of 
those days of class is canceled, 
that’s $53.81 out the window, as 
there is currently no system in 
place for refunding students for 
canceled classes. Considering 
that winters in Ellensburg are 
consistently bad enough that 
they might warrant a school 
cancelation on the west side of 
the mountains, throwing that 
money away every time snow 
makes travel difficult would be 
a massive waste.
And then there’s the whole 
reason any of us are here: to 
learn. According to CWU, ap-
proximately 2,800 students 
currently live on campus. Pre-
sumably, those 2,800 students 
would have no issue whatso-
ever walking to class barring 
something like the ice rain the 
region got in 2017. I think that, 
in lieu of doing a sweeping can-
celation of classes over snow, it 
should be left to professors to 
facilitate the students who can’t 
make it to campus because of 
road conditions. It’s fairly sim-
ple to email an instructor about 
ways to make up for class time 
lost, but if there was no class to 
attend in the first place, a whole 
day’s worth of potential educa-
tion ends up missing from the 
curriculum. This puts undue 
pressure on instructors to fin-
ish teaching planned material 
in less time than they initially 
thought they’d have, and inev-
itably leads to a lower-quality 
education than CWU would 
like to provide.
Since an education is some-
thing we pay for up front, and 
choose to commit ourselves to, 
canceling class because of snow 
is a reckless decision that di-
rectly impacts the value of the 
time we spend here at CWU. 
In a high-school setting, where 
class is compulsory and pub-
licly funded, canceling classes 
comes at no direct cost to stu-
dents, as the yearly schedule 
can be modified to accommo-
date days lost to the whims of 
the weather. But in college, bar-
ring catastrophically dangerous 
inclement weather, losing a day 
of learning just isn’t something 
we can afford.
Graphics by Will Yi/For The Observer
As we receive a weather alert 
on all student accounts, I begin 
to wonder how much snow El-
lensburg will get before campus 
closes for classes. According to 
Craig Revels, who has lectured 
at CWU for 14 years now, class-
es have only been cancelled a 
few times. The most recent time 
was in winter of 2017 where 
freezing rain poured in the area 
and covered everything with 
a few inches of solid ice. This 
prevented those that drive from 
opening their car doors and 
those who walk from taking a 
step on our conveniently heated 
sidewalks.
But back to present day, here 
we are, on Feb. 11 with 10 inch-
es of snow and five more likely 
on the way. Those who are re-
cruited from out of state to play 
sports here from places such as 
Hawaii, Georgia and the more 
exotic Australia are unprepared 
to walk in the depths of snow to 
attend class, let alone those of 
us who are from the west side 
of the state where school is typi-
cally cancelled after one inch of 
snow. 
This is understanding of 
course, that when it snows on 
the other side of the Cascades, 
whole cities and towns shut 
down due to ice and people 
who don’t know how to drive. 
However, the same thing is ca-
pable of happening in Ellens-
burg, a college town where the 
same people who don’t know 
how to drive over on  the west 
side are attending CWU cours-
es and amazingly still do not 
know how to drive in the snow. 
Our school’s naiveté in allowing 
teenagers and early 20-year-
olds alike to drive in the snow 
with an average of only four 
years of driving experience is 
dangerous and questionable. 
Even walking to class in this 
blizzard weather is dangerous 
as the snow can cover ice and 
prevent a walker from notic-
ing the threats underneath the 
powderous beauty which may 
just be the last thing they see 
as their head hits the pave-
ment. The specific emergency 
weather guidelines given by 
CWU are as follows: “exam-
ples of the types of conditions 
[which would result in school 
closure] could be snow or ice 
affecting the county or city 
roads, high wind or expected 
high wind, moderate earth-
quake, fire, chemical spill, or 
flood, etc,” according to cwu.
edu/resources. 
For snow or ice to be used 
in conjunction with earth-
quakes, fire or floods shows 
that the dangers of their exis-
tence should be one that is tak-
en seriously. University classes, 
despite already being paid for, 
should be seen as optional or 
cancelled in the event of ex-
treme snowfall over the span of 
a week because of the potential 
buildup of ice on sidewalks. It 
would be a shame for a student 
death to occur from the matter 
of not having the money to buy 
proper snow boots or cloth-
ing because that money goes 
towards tuition and food that 
isn’t bagged ramen. So here’s to 
hoping that our university will 
take into consideration those 
who have to walk from Student 
Village to Shaw Smyser or Wah-
le to Lind Hall before continu-
ing classes through this deadly 
snow. 
Everyone knows that Netflix makes 
questionable choices when it comes to 
horror movies. “Terrifier” (2018) and 
“Stitches” (2013) are no exceptions. Both 
are killer clown movies, with little to no 
character development and too much 
blood and unexplained supernatural 
whatever that made me wonder what I 
am really doing with my life. Both mov-
ies managed to end with the clowns sur-
viving or being re-reanimated. However, 
I doubt that these films will be leading to 
any sequels anytime soon.
To be fair “Stitches” does ask those 
real-life questions on everyone’s mind, 
like “is it fair to murder teenagers if they 
killed you first,” and “can we get through 
a teen ‘Scream’ without unnecessary 
bullying and sexual harassment?” The 
movie follows Stitches the clown as he 
hunts down the kids (now teenagers) 
who used a soccer ball and an ill-placed 
dishwasher to kill him. 
The bullying and sexual harassment 
were obviously separate ploys that were 
supposed to paint the characters as vil-
lains and heroes, but after those kids 
literally murdered someone I had very 
little sympathy for them. Everyone on 
screen was just as bad as Stitches, but at 
least the clown was funny. There is an 
expositional clown cult and weird teen-
age romance, one of which felt badly 
timed and creepy. 
The police were never called, and 
neither clown nor teens faced conse-
quences for a single death. 
Overall, the movie is funny for 
some, scary for none. A night with 
Stitches the clown is recommended for 
anyone who wants a cheap laugh and 
has a strong-ish stomach. 
“Terrifier” takes itself far more seri-
ously and makes even less sense. The last 
time I was this scared I had lost my high-
ly caffeinated tea at 10 a.m. Spooky, right? 
No, not really. 
The plot is about as intense as an okay 
game of “hide and go seek” and (spoil-
er alert) the main 
character dies forty 
minutes in, even 
though there are 
forty minutes left 
in the game… I 
mean movie.
I saw it like this: 
the movie can kill 
off any character 
that they want, 
the problem is 
that Art the clown 
was getting beaten 
down by the main 
character. She was 
winning right be-
fore Art took out a 
gun and shot her. 
Then just like that, 
the villain is this 
unbeatable entity, 
defeating the point 
of fighting him. Art kills off some 
other side character and the chase 
became repetitive. To be honest, 
I wanted to fight 
the movie itself but 
feared that it would 
just shoot me, so I 
watched on. 
Two unsurpris-
ing plot twists and 
40 minutes later, 
the horror torture 
was over, and I 
could finally watch 
some quality enter-
tainment. 
“Terrifier” is a 
total 10/10 with all 
the combined ele-
ments of “Saw”, “It” 
and beating your-
self in the head 
with a hammer for 
a grade. 
I loved it. Every 
second. 
“Terrifier” (2018)
Rotten Tomatoes score: 73 
percent
Audience score: 57 percent 
liked it
“Stitches” (2013)
Rotten Tomatoes score: 45 
percent
Audience score: 40 percent 
liked it
“Velvet Buzzsaw” is a Netflix original 
film that was directed by Dan Gilroy and 
released Feb. 1 on the streaming platform 
and in select theaters. An interesting 
clash of modern horror and the elite art 
scene, “Velvet Buzzsaw” opens with the 
seemingly daily routine of art critic Morf 
Vandewalt (Jake Gyllenhaal) and his col-
leagues as they seek to impress or be im-
pressed in art showcases in Miami Beach. 
Things take a dark turn when a friend 
and colleague of Morf, Josephina (Zawe 
Ashton), discovers the body of a man 
named Ventril Dease in her apartment 
building. Josephina soon discovers that 
Dease was an artist himself and steals 
his art to showcase and sell, as it has a 
mesmerizing effect. The cast of charac-
ters soon learns that Dease’s personal 
demons did not die with him. They live 
on through his art, ready to horrify and 
inflict pain (or worse) on the living. 
Where this film is perhaps most ef-
fective is in its visual choices, mostly in 
shot selection. What lingered most in 
my memory after watching the film were 
the medium and close up point-of-view 
shots of Dease’s paintings. The extensive 
duration of these shots is what makes 
them work; Dease’s paintings are usual-
ly at minimum weird and at their worst, 
very disturbing. Having the viewer look 
at them for such a long stretch creates 
a similar mesmerizing effect to what 
the characters feel when looking at the 
paintings in the movie. It is uncomfort-
able, but at the same time the audience 
can’t look away. 
The film also has a significant psyche-
delic influence on its visual effects, most 
noticeable in the opening credits where 
drawings morph and dissolve into differ-
ent images while the drawings themselves 
spin around the screen as they change. 
Equally trippy is the blurred motion with 
which the subjects in the paintings seem 
to move when stared at for an extensive 
period of time. 
The horror elements are a bit of a 
mixed bag. While the buildups to the 
big scares and set pieces are quite good, 
not all of them have big payoffs.  Some 
of these scenes take unexpected turns, 
but others are telegraphed pretty bad-
ly and, as a result, are easy to predict. 
I will say the scares get more creative 
as the film moves along, so the viewer 
has to just “tolerate” the first couple of 
scares that are quite bland. One tense 
scene uses brightly colored paints in a 
digital effect that is simply a spectacle 
to behold. A scene from a horror film 
has no business being that beautiful to 
look at; it makes you wish that the film 
had employed more color in its other 
dramatic scenes. 
The characters and actor performanc-
es are another mixed bag. The big prob-
lem with the characters themselves is that 
they are not likable, not in the slightest. 
Think of all the stereotypes associated 
with elite art communities and high so-
cieties that you have seen, read or heard 
about. I promise you, those stereotypes 
are present in these characters. Many of 
them are shallow, ruthless and incredibly 
petty. There is no good without bad and 
vice versa, but to have at least one major 
character to not roll your eyes at would 
have been nice. Still, the cast of charac-
ters is quite diverse in their actions and 
are well-written. 
The actor performances are most-
ly just okay, all of them have good and 
bad/cheesy moments. Jake Gyllenhaal 
is fantastic as always, but Natalie Dyer, 
who plays the minor character Coco, 
is uncharacteristically bad. In multiple 
scenes she dramatically overacts, which 
is a shame because she is one of the bet-
ter performers on Netflix’s star-studded 
show “Stranger Things.”
“Velvet Buzzsaw” is a very unique 
film, which both helps and hinders 
it.  There are a lot of new and fresh 
ideas on display, which makes it worth 
checking out. However, I am unsure 
about its re-watch value with its clichés 
and pretentious dialogue/sequences. 
Since it seems to have a very specific 
niche, I can only give it a rating of three 
out of five stars. According to the Rot-
ten Tomatoes official website, it has a 
critic score of 66 percent and audience 
score of 42 percent. 
“Velvet Buzzsaw”: A weird, mesmerizing mixed bag
Ben Wheeler
Online Manager
A bitter critique of two subpar Netflix horror flicks
TyYonna Kitchen 
Copy Desk Staff
OPINIONFebruary 14, 2019 cwuobserver.com
Editor: Alexa Murdock
14
C AR I N G & CO N F I D E NT I A L
Call or Text: 
(509) 925-2273
Find us:
CareNetEllensburg.org
Visit us:
111 E 4th Ave
 Ellensburg, WA
 egnant? 
You don’t have to 
make decisions alone
“Terrifier” and “Stitches” are entertaining enough to merit watching, but don’t count on any sequels coming soon
Sugar Thai Cuisine
Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9:30pm
Sun. Noon - 9pm
10% Off Any Purchase Sugar Thai Cuisine
(509).933.4224 • Fax (509).933.4288
306 N Pine St, Ellensburg, WA 98926
The Best of Thai Food
Every generation thinks in somewhat 
of a unique way and one of the things 
that sets ours apart is the concept of “the 
brand” which has made its way into our 
collective consciousness.
It’s this notion that we need to develop 
an easily defined and instantly recogniz-
able aesthetic that is somehow also totally 
unique. While it is a paradoxical thing to 
aspire to, it does make sense. We’ve got-
ten tired of the old archetypes that a per-
son can embody: hipster, skater, jock are 
all too simple and cliché for us now, and 
we want to be seen as the complex beings 
that we are.
However, our aspirations don’t change 
the facts that we all, on some level, want 
to belong and people naturally categorize 
things into easily understandable groups, 
including other people. How are you going 
to decide whether you want to spend time 
interacting with someone other than to 
make an assumption about their person-
ality based off of the limited information 
you have? This leaves many people feeling 
like they have to put on an oversimplified 
mask of themselves that will never be as 
nuanced as people actually are.
But appearances aren’t just the clothes 
you wear and the things you own It’s 
the way you act and carry yourself. The 
Darth Vader costume is impressive, but 
it doesn’t really inspire fear if the man in-
side it hums showtunes.
So we make little changes to fit in. We 
try to talk more like the people we want 
to fit in with, we dress a little differently 
than we might otherwise. This is fine and 
natural, as everybody adapts a little to fit 
into different environments. But we can’t 
pretend that we can keep making lots of 
those little external changes for a long 
time and remain unaffected internally. 
The environment we put ourselves in 
changes us. The brain is very adaptable, 
and will adapt in spite of our intentions.
If we live a huge portion of our lives in 
an environment that caters to easily-recog-
nizable, easily -defined aesthetics and per-
sonalities, of course we are going to try and 
adapt to fit into that environment.
By no means do I think that the inter-
net is a scourge on humanity, but with such 
a massive new environment for people to 
be living their lives in, there are going to be 
ways that people are negatively impacted. 
There is plenty of research showing that 
our brains sometimes treat online figures 
the same way that it treats people in our 
everyday lives. They try to adapt to fit in 
like brains do, and in this case that means 
trying to act the same way our favorite on-
line creators do: recognizable, always lik-
able and always in-character.
The problem with this is that we are 
trying to act like people who don’t exist. 
We act like characters created by people 
who aren’t always those characters. The 
creators we love aren’t always like their 
online personas, and while our conscious 
brain may recognize that, the subcon-
scious brain only sees the face they pres-
ent and tries to adapt to that face.
This may be complicated, but that’s 
sort of the world we live in now. The ad-
vice I have to give is just to pay attention 
to the environment you put your brain in. 
Are you surrounded by good people? Are 
you doing what makes you happy? If the 
answer is no to either of those questions, 
it’s no fault of your own. But it’s your 
brain and it always will be. It’s adaptive, it 
wants to belong, and it’s been shaped by 
millions of years of evolution to be very 
good at its job.
Are stereotypes bringing you down? It’s not your fault
Nick Tucker
Staff Reporter
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The MLB payment structure has play-
ers play six full seasons before they can 
go into free agency. That needs to change. 
Over the last two off-seasons, free agency 
has been a bust. According to Matt Kel-
ly of MLB.com, there are 150 free agents 
who remain unsigned this off-season. 
In the 1990s and early 2000s, it was 
normal for players to hit free agency 
when they were 28-30 years old. David 
Ortiz was 27 years old when he signed 
with the Boston Red Sox after being re-
leased by the Minnesota Twins.
According to Baseball reference, Or-
tiz made about $159.5 million during his 
baseball career.
Alex Rodriguez was 25 when he 
signed with Texas for 10 years, for $252 
million. He was 18 years old when he 
played his first game as a Mariner. 
In today’s world, players start play-
ing in the majors quicker than in the 
past. The top two position players in free 
agency this year are Bryce Harper, who’s 
28 years old, and Manny Machado, who’s 
26. Teams aren’t willing to give players in 
their 30s a long-term deal (five years or 
longer) anymore. Craig Kimbrel, a World 
Series champion and former Boston Red 
Sox closer, will be 31 years old in May. 
He reportedly wants a six year contract, 
meaning he will be 36 years old when the 
contract ends. He won’t get that long of a 
contract unless a team is just looking to 
make headlines in the media. 
I would make players play three full 
seasons in the majors before hitting free 
agency. It gives players a shorter time to 
wait for the big payday. It helps the teams 
as well. If the teams know they have a 
Bryce Harper or Felix Hernandez they 
can plan and pay them accordingly. Her-
nandez was 19 years old when he made 
his MLB debut. The Mariners could have 
signed him to a legit MLB contract, say 
five years for $50 million. If the Mariners 
didn’t want to sign Felix to that large of a 
deal, they could have waited until he was 
21 years old to discuss a new contract.
On the contrary, if teams only have 
three years until players can hit free 
agency, how does the three year system 
protect a players original team from los-
ing him in free agency to teams like the 
Yankees, Dodgers or Red Sox?
In response, I would put in a franchise 
tag system like the NFL to stop big mar-
ket teams from signing another teams 
player without having protections in 
place for the players original team. 
If a player starts to move up at 22 
years old and proves himself to be a le-
git major leaguer, then he would ideally 
hit free agency around 24 or 25 years old. 
The team he’s on can either sign him to 
a new contract or use the franchise tag, 
which would pay him top-dollar based 
on his position that year. I would allow a 
team to franchise tag a player in each of 
the next two years, meaning that player 
would still be under the original team’s 
control until he’s 26-27 years old. 
Top talents like Bryce Harper and 
Felix Hernandez will always get paid, 
but this free agency adjustment is for 
the rest of the players who can’t find a 
job because either they’re too old or 
waiting for the free agent market to 
heat up.  The reason the NBA and NFL 
are so successful is that the players hit 
free agency younger than MLB. If MLB 
wants to gain viewership and stop the 
narrative of being a local sport, meaning 
fans only watch if their team is involved, 
then the players’ union and owners need 
to change the free agency system.
Let MLB players hit free agency sooner
The desire to fit in is a natural human behavior, just don’t lose yourself in pursuit of another personality 
Matt Escamilla
Staff Reporter
111
10
98
7
6
5
432
Dear Rune,
With all this cold weath-
er, how am I supposed to stay 
warm? I have an 8 a.m. and 
by the time I get from my 
apartment north of campus 
to Samuelson, my hands are 
so cold that I can barely hold 
a pencil. Staying home isn’t 
an option since my professor 
takes attendance.
Sincerely, 
Edward Icicle-hands
Dear Hands,
The cold weather gets to us 
all this time of year. You have 
a couple of options for dealing 
with the temperatures, which 
I’ll cover individually.
You can strap a car battery 
to your back and use it to pow-
er a portable space heater. This 
should produce a small bubble 
of heated air around you, and 
allow you to take a leisurely 
stroll to class wearing your fin-
est tacky tourist short-sleeved 
button up. The upside of this is 
that it doubles as an epic-level 
flex on your non-space-heat-
er-having peers.
You can use all the snow ly-
ing around to craft an anatom-
ically correct snow replica of 
yourself and leave it in your seat 
in Samuelson. Since it’s rude to 
ask someone why they’re ac-
tively melting, your professor 
will never suspect a thing. For 
added realism, throw in your 
space heater from earlier, just 
so your classmates don’t get 
suspicious either.
You can cut off your hands. 
Can’t have cold fingers if you 
don’t have hands.
You could just wear 
gloves and invest in some 
hand-warmers, I guess, but 
where’s the fun in that?
Hope this helps,
Rune
Ask Rune
Snow-themed 
crossword
Across: 
2. Mound of snow created by the wind
5. Throw these at your friends
6. A friend made out of snow
8. Vehicle for snow travel 
10. Footwear for walking in deep snow
11. This and an ice scraper are essential for drivers
ACROSS: 2. Drift 5. Ball 6. Man 8. Mobile 10. Shoes 11. Brush DOWN: 1. Suit 3. Flakes 4. Plow 5. 
Boots 7. Storm 9. Board
The “Ask” column is written by 
one of our staff members. Opin-
ions in this column are meant to 
be lighthearted and entertaining.
Call for a 
cartoonist! 
Are you an artist? Do you love to doodle? Do you know someone who 
loves to draw? 
The Observer is looking for a cartoonist. If you’re interested, send work 
to cwuobserver@gmail.com or stop by Lind 115 M-Tu 5-6 p.m.
Do you have a letter 
to the editor or a burning 
opinion you want 
published?  
We would love your work! 
Email us at cwuobserver@
gmail.com or stop by Lind 115 
M - Tu 5-6 p.m. for inquiries. 
Call for reader work 
Email us at 
cwuobserver@gmail.com
Submit a question
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Ellensburg weekly weather forecast
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
28/19 32/17 31/16 30/12 29/13 30/14
Thursday: Chance of snow in the morning with snow and freezing rain likely in the after-
noon. High of 28. Snow accumulation of less than one inch.
Friday: Chance of snow in the morning with a chance of rain and snow in the afternoon. 
High of 32.
Saturday: 20 percent chance of snow. Mostly cloudy with a high of 31.
Sunday: Partly sunny with a high of 30.
Monday: Mostly sunny with a high of 29.
Tuesday: Chance of snow showers. High of 30.
Data sourced from forecast.weather.gov. Information current as of publication date. Weather subject to change. 
This week in Observer history
On Thursday, Feb. 8 1996, 
Ellensburg experienced wide-
spread flooding. The floods 
were caused by the combina-
tion of warming temperatures 
and heavy rains falling on “deep 
blankets of snow” across upper 
Kittitas County. 
Many CWU students volun-
teered to help place sandbags 
along flooding areas, while oth-
ers were evacuated from dorms 
at risk of flooding. Many be-
lieved this flood to be the worst 
in 40 years, since March 1956.
THUR. FEB. 14
Communication Superpowers: 
Empathy and Active Listening
3 p.m. • Black Hall 152 • Free
Build your capacity for empathy and 
make meaningful connections. 
“Walking in Our Shoes: For All the 
World to See” tours with CWU’s 
Black Student Leaders
3 p.m. • Dean Hall Lobby • Free
View the exhibit on guided tours.
Lunch n’ Learn: Disability in 
Children’s Media
4 - 5 p.m. • Black Hall 105 • Free
Learn how children’s media talks 
about disability, and its impact.
CWU Student Forum
5 - 6:30 p.m. • SURC Pit
ASCWU will host an open forum to 
talk about last Wednesday’s event. 
All thoughts and feedback welcome.
Valentine’s Day Soirée featuring 
Ellensburg Big Band
8 p.m. • Sue Lombard Ballroom 
Free CWU students/$5 GA (cash)
Music, dessert and activities. Free 
dance lessons starting at 6 p.m.
THURS. FEB. 14 - MARCH 10
CWU Ceramics Invitational 
Exhibition: Residency Reflections
February 14 Opening Events
4 p.m., Randall Hall 116: Panel 
discussion; 5 - 7 p.m: Reception in 
Sarah Spurgeon Gallery, Randall Hall
SAT. FEB. 16
Cupid’s Classic Archery Tag
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Rec Center
Register your team of four at 
imleagues.com/cwu by Feb. 15, or in 
person before the tournament.
TUE. FEB. 19
Student Academic Senate
5:55 - 7 p.m. • Black 151
Stop by and learn how you can have 
a voice in CWU’s academic matters.
Cold Weather Shelter
2 - 4 p.m. • sign up in SURC 256
Help prepare food for our local shelters.
Being Black in Ellensburg
5 p.m. • Wellington Event Center
Black students, faculty, staff and 
community share their stories.
To Live: NEA Big Read Discussion
7 - 8:30 p.m. • Brooks Library 4th Floor 
Talk, film clips and discussion around 
themes in the novel “To Live.”
WED. FEB. 20
Wellness Wagon
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Around campus
Answer trivia, win prizes, get a ride!
Step Up! Workshop
3 p.m. • SURC 137B • Free
Learn how to support and respond to 
struggling friends and crises.
Parade of Nations
6 - 8 p.m. • SURC Ballroom • Free
Ethnic and cultural identities celebrated 
through attire, music, and dance. 
HYPE
WHAT’S HAPPENING
FEB. 14 - 20, 2019
All words in this puzzle 
begin with “snow”
Down:
1. Children’s clothing for the cold 
3. Fall from the sky
4. These clear snow from the streets
5. Casual footwear for the snow
7. Not quite a blizzard
9. Hit the slopes
